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Benicia Historical Society

The Benicia Historical Society began in 1973. The
purpose of the society is to bring together people
interested in the history of Benicia and California.
The society works to preserve the history and
heritage of our city for future generations. Our goal
Is to enhance historic Benicia through education,
communication and community involvemelnt.
cooperation with the City of Benicia, we have
collected a sample of Mills Act Homes for this self
guided walking tour.

We are grateful to the property owners for
their efforts in preserving our historic resources. In
consideration of their privacy, please observe the
tour etiquette:

e Do not disturb the residents.

e Do not trespass on the property.
e Stay on the public sidewalk.

e Do not litter

Thank you for helping us recognize the value
of the property owners' commitment and
contribution to our community.

Enjoy the tour and your walk through Benicia.
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Application for Membership
P.O. Box 2393 * Benicia, CA 94510
707-746-6689

www.BeniciaHistoricalSociety.org

It is through your membership in the Benicia Historical Society that we are able
to bring you events like thisPlease join us and help preserve our historical
heritage here in Benicia.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone:

E-Mail:

Annual Dues

Individual $15 A Family $20
Senior (60+) $10 A Business/Institution $25
Contributing $50 A Lifetime $150

Pl ease check the appropriate O0OAnnua

Areas of Interest
Historic Preservation Landmark/Plaque Program
Heritage Home Tour Writing & Microfilm Project

City Cemetery Restoration Publication/Research
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Oral History Program Other

Please make checks payable to the Benicia Historical Society i anon-
profit organization.
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WANLASS HOUSE ~ c. 1880

166 West H Street

History: Although there were a number of Italianate style homes constructed
in the 1870s and 1880s, this house is a rarity in Benicia,-&dlatied Italian-

ate row house. It is two stories high and extends deep into its lot with very few
side windows, apparently in anticipation of other row houses to be built on
either side. But no other row houses were built and the house remains free-
standing, looking somewhat out of place between its lower neighbors.

Architecture: In the late 1860s, Italianate edged ahead of Greek Revival to
become the most popular house style in the United States. Homes in this style
ranged from modest twstory town houses to ornate mansions of sea captains
and wealthy entrepreneurs. The flainted Italianate row house was simple

and often the style of building used for houses and western frontier structures.
Italianate features include wood framing, rectangular massing and emphasis on
vertical proportions. In addition, a prominent bracketed cornice and a brack-
eted hood over the front doorway are distinguishing characteristics. This style
was quite popular early in the Victorian era, lasting from about the 1830s
through the 1870s.
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City of Benicia
Mills Act Program

The purpose of the program is to encourage the preserva-
tion, restoration and rehabilitation of historic property in the City
of Benicia.

The Mills Act is a State law that allows cities and owners
of historic structures to enter into contracts that decrease property
tax in exchange for continued preservation of buildings and prop-
erty. Property tax can be reduced by 50 percent or more under
Mills Act contracts. The contracts automatically renew annually
for another ten years, unless purposely-remmewed by either
party (in which case the contract lasts only through stategetan
term) or canceled. An owner may petition the City for immediate
cancellation, and the City may only cancel a contract for breach of
conditions (which carries a penalty for the owner equal to 12 1/2
percent of assessed property value).

Participation in the program is open to owners of the fol-
lowing types of structures:

1. Historic Landmark Buildings, as identified by the Down-
town or Arsenal Historic Conservation Plans (the DHCP
or the AHCP).

2. Contributing buildings, as identified by the DHCP or the
AHCP.

3. Buildings listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Buildings listed in any State, City or County official regis-
ter of historical or architecturally significant sites, places
or landmarks.

Thank you to the Benicia City Council, the Historic Pres-
ervation Review Commission and the City staff for their participa-
tion in the preservation of our historic resources. For more infor-
mation, contact the Community Development Department, City of
Benicia.
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DAVIS/MERRITT HOUSE ~ c. 1848
123 West D Street

History: This structure was p#abricated in Maine and +assembled in its
present location in about 1848. The small fwom annex in the rear of the
building is believed to have been built here prior to 1848 and contains an origi-
nal chimney among its other features. Prior to its most recent renovation in
1988 this residence was <called the
bles store.

Architecture: This residence is a clapboard structure and represents a type of
early American neoclassicism popular in New England at the turn of the 19
century. This residence also represents an archaic use of the Federal style in
California. The Federal style was the preferred architectural mode among the
New England aristocracy, a style itself drawn from late eighteenth century
English design. In domestic architecture, a horizontal emphasis predominated,
with crisp, delicately proportioned wall surfaces and clearly delineated win-
dows punctuating the facade. In particular, this Benicia residence most closely
resembles the rural, more conservative house designs found in Federalist New
England. These tended to be two stories with apdehed roof, having a

more simplified detailing than the more prominent three story townhouses of
the period.
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CULLEN HOUSE ~ c. 1900
159 West G Street

History: Like its nextdoor neighbor, this Queen Anne style Victorian
was built around the turn of the century (c. 1900). The exterior of this
residence underwent substantial restoration in the 1980s, including a
500-squarefoot addition to the rear with care given to preserve the ar-
chitectural integrity of the original structure. The exterior work in-
cluded removal of asbestos shingles and restoration of the original
wood siding.

Architecture: This is a Queen Anne cottage whose gabled bay re-
flects a more horizontally proportioned facade, as the bay takes up half
of the fa-ade, in effect reducin
treated with notched shingles, with the hallmark brackets and pendant
finials accenting the bays. The porch posts reflect a more sinuous spin-
dled shape, with additional bracketing forming a capital at their tops,
approaching the combination of delicate forms that gave rise to the
popul ar term figingerbread, 0 whic
work of the Queen Anne style.
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HANSEN HOUSE ~ c. 1900
149 West G Street

History: This house is one of a trio of Queen Anne style cottages
built on West 0G0 Street from
almost identical in design and vary only slightly in their detail-
ing. Their similarities suggest that they were built by the same
builder or derived from the same pattern book or stock design.

Architecture: The hallmark of the Queen Anne cottage is its
dominant protruding gable and in this example, we have a double
front gable with enclosed eaves. The gable ends are clad with
fish scale shingles. The gable becomes the focal point for many
architectural antics including decorative shingles, intricate barge-
boards and a mélange of woodwork. There are turned balus-

trades, square newel posts and a rectangular patterned porch rail.

This house is clad with clapboard and the entry door is paneled
with upper glazing.

Page8

DELGADO HOUSE ~ c. 1880
185 East D Street

History: This outstanding Victorian cottage was built in the
late 1880s or early 1890s. An excellent example of the double
gabled Queen Anne style, this house has recently been treated
to a complete renovation by its current owners. The attractive
three quarterds | ength porch
turned posts and decorative spindles and railings.

Architecture: This double gabled Victorian displays a pro-
truding front gable with openwork trim with cladding to match
the house. The eaves are wide and boxed. The primary gable
end is clad with fish scale shingles. With considerable orna-
mentation the beckoning porch lives up to the exuberance of
this architectural genre
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